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Nanotech lab opens doors 


KAREN HERLAND 


| On Oct. 30 VP Research Louise 
| Dandurand, Provost David Graham, 
| representatives from the Office of 
| Research and 


the Faculties of 
Engineering and Computer Science 


| and Arts and Science gathered to cele- 


brate the opening of the brand new 
Concordia Silicon Microfabrication 
facility (ConSiM) on the 16th floor of 
the EV building. 

"The Oxford engineer who installed 
these facilities said that ours was the 
best in Canada,” says Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering (MIE) re- 
searcher Muthukumaran Packirisamy. 
It was his CFI grant application in 
2003 that garnered the $1.1 million 
necessary for the equipment, the 
largest single applicant grant awarded 
by that agency. 

Having the equipment on campus is 
a boon to Packirisamy's research in 
the field of microelectromechanical 
systems (MEMS) and nanotechnology. 
. "This is a huge leap for us. Before, 


| we had to go to many different places 


to get something done, and we were 
limited by what they were able to do. 


| What used to take us months and 


years will now take days and weeks.” 
He added that students will be able to 
finish their thesis work much more 
quickly as a result. He also credited 
Vice-Provost Academic Relations, 
Rama Bhat, who had been chair of 
MIE, with having brought MEMS to 
Concordia in 1991. 

At the opening of the ConSiM lab, 
Dean Robin Drew pointed out that 


. MEMS research is now one of the sig- 


nature areas of the university's 
research profile. He credited 
Packirisamy's tenacity with pushing 
the project forward. 

Dandurand noted that the lab 
launch was held almost two years to 
the day of the start of her mandate 
here as Vice-President Research and 
Graduate Studies. She recalled that a 
visit to Packirisamy's offices was one 
of her first official tasks. She found 
him surrounded by "boxes and boxes 
and boxes” of still unpacked equip- 
ment. Three years after the funding 
had been allocated, and one year after 
the highly-sensitive equipment had 
been purchased, the lab was far from 
operational. 

Dandurand credited the resources 


_ and energy of facilities management, 
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The ConSiM equipment can deposit or remove material on these wafers in increments one-hundredth the 


width of a human hair. 


the Office of Research and [Interim 
President] Michael Di Grappa with 
making the ConSiM lab a reality. In 
addition to the CFI grant, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of resources, 
expertise and adjustments were 
required to make the equipment func- 
tional. 

The lab itself occupies several rooms. 
The two primary roles of the equipment 
located in the lab are the disposition of 
extremely thin layers and etching onto 
materials for the development of 
microsystems. "The work is very pre- 
cise, we work at the level of microns. 
The average hair is 80 to 120 microns 


thick." explained Packirisamy. 

The technique involves various gases 
including extremely explosive silane, as 
well as ammonia. MIE technical officer 
Dainius Juras, who was instrumental in 
ensuring safety standards were main- 
tained. The system to manage the stor- 
age, delivery, circulation and scrubbing 
of those gases is extremely complex. 

Juras explained that delivery 
pipes had to be expertly welded, and, 
in the case of ammonia, double- 
walled to minimize the risk of leaks. 
Each of the connecting rooms is air- 
locked, hepa-filtered and monitored. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Arts and Science honours stellar contributions 


KAREN HERLAND 


For the third year in a row, the 
Faculty of Arts and Science rec- 
ognized its best and brightest at 
a ceremony to applaud recipi- 
ents of the Dean’s Awards. 

Interim Dean Joanne Locke 
presided over the ceremony hon- 
ouring 11 of the Faculty’s profes- 
sors and staff for their outstand- 
ing contributions to the universi- 
ty and their respective fields. 

In his opening speech at the 
Oct. 30 ceremony, Provost David 
Graham joked that he inaugurat- 
ed the awards while Dean of Arts 
and Science because “nobody 
ever complained about being 
recognized.” Locke explained 
three of the awards recognize 
exceptional scholarship and 
teaching, along with two service 
awards 

Associate Dean of Research 
and Graduate Studies Graham 
Carr honoured the recipients of 
the Distinguished Scholarship 
Award. Psychology professor 
Anna-Beth Doyle has received 
continuous funding for her 
research since 1972. The mem- 
ber of the Centre for Research in 
Human Development has 
focused on young teens, a noto- 
riously difficult area of study 

Meanwhile, Chemistry and 
Biochemistry professor Ray- 
mond Le Van Mao was described 
as “a pioneer in the increasingly 
important field of renewable 
resources.’ His career has includ- 
ed 38 inventions and over 200 
scholarly papers. He currently 


Fall Convocation 
2008 


Fall Convocation will 
take place on: 
Monday, November |7, 2008 


10:00 a.m. 

* Installation of the new 
President 

+ Engineering & Computer 
Science 

* Fine Arts 


3:00 p.m. 

* Arts & Science 

* Honorary Doctorate 
René Balcer 


7:00 p.m. 

* John Molson School of 
Business 

* Honorary Doctorate 
Hilary Weston 


All at Salle Wilfrid Pelletier, 
Place des Arts 


Arts et sciences 





On Oct. 22 students who represent the topprercentile of their departments were honoured at a separate scholars reception. Over 70 
students earned the honour. Here, the top biology students Liliane Chamas, Lee Deckelbaum and Dan Xu pose with Provost David 
Graham (left), Interim Dean Joanne Locke and Department Chair James Grant. 


holds $1.1 million in government 
and industry grants and con- 
tracts. 

Associate Dean _ Facilities, 
Justin Powlowski introduced the 
four professors recognized in the 
New Scholar category. The first, 
Sean Gurd of Classics, Modern 
Languages and Linguistics, has 
one book published and two 
more in process, and is working 
on a collaborative volume. His 
groundbreaking work on textual 
multiplicity both expands and 
redefines conventional notions 
of philology. 

Meanwhile, Steven High has 
been “nothing short of spectac- 
ular, according to Shannon 
McSheffrey and Ronald Rudin. 


The CFI funding he received to 
establish a state-of-the-art oral 
and digital history lab and the 
community-university research 
alliance he successfully coordi- 
nated with 40 different aca- 
demic and community 
researchers all attest to his 
dynamism and achievement. In 
total, he holds over $1 million 
in funding, as well as three 
books published. 

Mebs Kanji of Political Science 
has distinguished himself in his 
research on urban and social 
policy, in particular to the 
impact of changes in the socio- 
economic mix in advanced 
industrial societies. His career 
combines academic research 


with journalism and work as a 
consultant for the Canadian and 
Albertan governments. 

Michael Sacher left the phar- 
maceutical industry for acade- 
mia where he pursues his 
groundbreaking biological cell 
research which has important 
implications for understanding 
human disease. He has attracted 
$1.37 million in research fund- 
ing, including the top-rated 
CIHR application of the 42 sub- 
mitted in his field. 

Cathy Bolton honoured Ian 
Ferguson (Biology), Paul Joyce 
(Chemistry and Biochemistry) 
and J.A. Miller (English) for their 
contributions to teaching. All 
three had numerous attestations 
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from their students on their abil- 
ity to successfully share materi- 
al. As one student wrote of 
Joyce's ability to understand his 
students, “he's an undergrad 
stuck in a biochemist’s body: 
One of Ferguson's nominators 
said that his science class was 
the only possible thing that 
would get him out of bed on a 
Friday morning. 

Meanwhile, Miller (who joined 
the faculty in 1975) now works 
alongside some of his former 
students. Jason Camlot wrote in 
his support letter that he still 
refers back to his notes from 
Miller's lectures and uses them 
as a model for his own teaching 
practice. 

Psychology professor June 
Chaikelson was rewarded for 
Outstanding Academic Service, 
combining a distinguished aca- 
demic career with exceptional 
university and community serv- 
ice, both on numerous internal 
bodies, boards and task forces, 
but also in the Canadian 
Association of University 
Teachers as well as in the local 
community, 

Finally, Miriam Posner was 
honoured for her exceptional 
service to the faculty. The 
Technical Supervisor to the 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Department has proven a sup- 
portive and capable employee 
who distinguishes herself by her 
“willingness to go the extra mile, 
according to one of the fourteen 
letters of support her nomina- 
tion received. 





Nanotechnology lab offers ability to advance research in-house 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE | 

Outer rooms are maintained at 
class 10 000, this indicates up 
to 10 000 stray particles per 
cubic foot of space, compared 
with 35 000 000 particles in a 
typical urban environment. 

Entering the inner rooms 
requires increasing amounts of 
protective gear. These ultra-ster- 
ile environments earn such facil- 
ities the nickname cleanroom. 

The innermost equipment is 
maintained in a class 100 yel- 
low room to protect the results 
of the photolithography (simi- 
lar to blocking white light in a 
darkroom). 

The rooms have sensors to 
ensure that oxygen is not being dis- 
placed by other gases, filtration 
levels are maintained and air is cir- 
culating. Rooms are shut down if 
sensors indicate they are not safe. 
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Acting Director of the Office of Research Carole Brabant listens to Mechanical and Industrial Engineering (MIE) researcher Muthukumaran 


Packirisamy while VP Research Louise Dandurand (right) looks on at the opening of the ConSiM facility. 


Currently the labs are main- 
tained by PhD student Arvind 
Chandrasekaran. A committee 
will determine policies and pro- 


cedures to allow researchers 

access to the equipment. 
Packirisamy is building 

microsystems in partnerships 


with Valeo Management, the 
Canadian Institute for Photonic 
Innovations and the Alberta- 
based SciMed Technologies Inc. 
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William Bukowski leads a discussion on teen friendships under the auspices of CIHR. 


Russ COOPER 


A grant from the Canadian 
Institute of Health Research 
(CIHR) is allowing Concordia to 
bring science to the community 
in a brand new way. 

Concordia's Office of 
Research was more than 
pleased to receive support from 
the CIHR to hold a series of Café 
Scientifique events — events 
providing insight into health- 
related issues of popular inter- 
est by way of invited experts. 

The Office of Research 
thought this grant and concept 
perfect for the ongoing 
University of the Streets Café 
initiative (now in its sixth year). 
Though University of the Streets 
often collaborates within the 
university and the community, 
this is the first time in its histo- 
ry it has participated in a co- 
sponsorship with the CIHR. 

Acting Director of the Office 
of Research Carole Brabant 
believes in encouraging the 
exchange of ideas in such a free- 
flowing manner. "This is an 
amazing blend of knowledge 
transfer and public discussion," 
she says. The collaboration will 
produce two more discussions 
during the winter semester, cov- 
ering issues concerning life at 
retirement age and human sex- 
uality. 

On Oct. 29, the initiative posed 
the question, do we underesti- 
mate the importance of teen 
friendship?’ to a packed house at 
Arts Café on Fairmount Ave. On 


this rainy night, the discussion 
was guided by William 
Bukowski of Concordia's Centre 
for Research in Human 
Development (CRDH), who 
shared his insight and thoughts 
on more than 20 years of 
research focusing on the impact 
of friendships. 


"[The Café Scientifique] 

is an amazing blend of 

knowledge transfer and 
public discussion," 


Acting Director of 
the Office of Research 
Carole Brabant 


The discussion began by 
Bukowski providing a brief expla- 
nation of his findings about teen 
friendships. "Friendship serves 
certain functions: companion- 
ship, validation, authenticity, and 
it helps set standards for 
teenagers,’ Bukowski noted as 
one key point. After exploring the 
role of friendship and sharing 
anecdotes about adolescence, 
the discussion began to evolve 
into deeper, more reflective ques- 
tions, such as ‘how do we discov- 
er ourselves through our friend- 
ships?’ 

"Friendship is a collective 
project,” said Bukowski. 
"Experiences made there are 
based on common ground. 
Through that, [we] discover 
components of themselves.” 





The dynamic of the discus- 
sion branched out towards 
questions such as, ‘how do you 
teach friendship or encourage 
the right kind of friendships?’ 
and the nearly inevitable topic 
of social networking sites and 


_ their effect on the very defini- 


tion of friendship. Bukowski 
states he hasn't looked at the 
online issue in depth as of yet, 
but admits the influence of 
Facebook and other networking 
sites is undeniable. "Sites like 
Facebook have taken private 
friendships and made them 
public,” he said. "That change 
can be positive or negative. I'll 
be interested to see where this 
phenomenon goes." 

The University of the Streets 
Cafés continue until April 
2009. On Mon. Nov. 10, eco- 
activist Mitchell Leckner and 
CBC environmental columnist 
Geeta Nadkarni will put forth 
the question, ‘Building a cul- 
ture of sustainability: Can we 
teach (and not preach) new 
ways of sustainable living?’ at 
the 11th floor lounge of the EV 
building. 

On Tues. Nov 11, agro-econo- 
mist Bernadette Ouattara from 
Burkina Faso, and sociologist 
René Segbenou from Bénin will 
ponder the question, ‘Food 
Security: GMOs in Canada, is it 
a done deal?’ 

Most University of the Streets 
Café events take place from 7 
p.m. until 9 p.m. For a complete 
list of upcoming events and dis- 
cussions, visit www.univeafe.org 
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ACCOLADES 


Pragasen Pillay (Electrical and Computer Engineering and Hydro- 
Quebec Chair in renewable energy) was awarded the Order of 
Mapungubwe, Silver Level on Oct. 28 in Pretoria, South Africa. This 
award is given by the President of South Africa for international 
achievement serving the country’s interests. Pillay has published 
widely in his field of power engineering and renewable energy. Pillay 
joined Concordia’ faculty after several appointments (including one 
in Cape Town). 


~No@ 


Mair Verthuy will be granted a Governor General's Award in 
Commemoration of the Persons Case on Nov. 7 at Rideau Hall in 
Ottawa. Michaélle Jean will bestow the award named for the 
groundbreaking 1927 case of five women who challenged the legal 
distinction between women and persons, taking their claims all the 
way to the British Privy Council. Since the 50th anniversary of the 
ruling that women were ‘persons, the Canadian government annu- 
ally honours those who promote gender equality and the full partic- 
ipation of women in the economic fabric of the country. Verthuy was 
one of the founders of the Simone de Beauvoir Institute, currently 
celebrating its 30th anniversary. She helped organize the first world- 
wide conference on Research and Teaching Related to Women - a 
trilingual conference that included 350 participants from over 80 
countries. Verthuy is a past president (and current secretary) of the 
Montreal Council of Women and of the Thérése Casgrain 
Foundation. 


“oe 


Dongging Wei and Gilles Peslherbe, both members of the 
Concordia-based Centre for Research in Molecular Modeling, co- 
chaired the International Conference on the Theory and 
Applications of Comptttational Chemistry (TACC) on Sept. 23-28 in 
Shanghai, China. The scientific program covered diverse topics 
including quantum chemistry, bioinformatics, drug design, nano- 
materials, and modeling for a sustainable environment. The confer- 
ence also included two keynote lectures, 50 plenary lectures, 230 
contributed talks and over 450 poster presentations. 


~oe 


Congratulations to Meaghen Annett and Sandy Poiré, the win- 
ners of the 2008 Ethics Case Competition organized by the Eller 
College of Management, University of Arizona in Tucson. The two 
JMSB students represented the only Canadian university competing 
against 21 other teams from various undergraduate business pro- 
grams from the United States. The Eller competition presents stu- 
dents with a real world ethics case meant to challenge students’ 


‘moral reasoning, and raise 


awareness of the importance 
of corporate social responsi- 
bility. 


Meanwhile, the JMSB teams 
earned a gold and silver 
medal at the 5th edition of 
the Ottawa Accounting 
Competition hosted by the 
Telfer School of Management 
at the University of Ottawa. 
Teams from Ontario and 
Quebec competed in the fol- 
lowing disciplines: manageri- 
al accounting, financial accounting and tax. At the same event, 
JMSB student June Svetlovsky (above right) won the Golden 
Calculator Award by achieving the highest individual score on a 30- 
question examination. 


~@Qoo 


Last month marked a farewell journalism professor Enn Raudsepp 
who has retired after 30 years in the classroom. The reception and 
dinner were held at the Hotel Le Place DArmes in Old Montreal. The 
festivities attracted over 110 faculty, staff, and current and former 
students, some of whom danced into the wee hours. 
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Strategic consultation process gathers steam 


As the strategic planning con- 
sultation gathers steam, it's a 
good opportunity to take stock 
of where we are and where we're 
going. 

The first of two sets of open 
meetings took place in October. 
The suggestions made by those 
present followed several com- 
mon threads. Several mentioned 
the primacy of faculty and staff 
to the mission of the university — 
recognition and retention of 
both groups (particularly new 
faculty members and _ senior 
administrators) was seen as 
important in defining the future 
of Concordia. © 

Finding ways to increase the 
university's profile and reputa- 
tion, both within and outside of 
the university, was also men- 
tioned several times in different 
ways. Improving the quality of 
the research produced at the 
university was stated as impor- 
tant, but so was remaining 
accessible to part-time students. 

The current consultation 
builds on a series of initiatives 


that began in 2006, prior to Judith 
Woodsworth taking the helm as 
Concordias President. The 
results of those initiatives are 
available as supporting docu- 
ments on the strategic planning 
website and nourish the current 
framework of the consultation. 


“This looks very good. 
However, we have 
already done a lot of 
long-time planning. It 
seems to me that we 
should spend more time 
executing plans.” 


A qualitative survey of full- 
and part-time faculty in Dec. 
2006 identified nearly a dozen 
key areas for further reflection. 
Working groups were estab- 
lished to look at several of these 
areas in detail, and the resulting 
recommendations were sent to 
the Senate Committee on 
Academic Planning = and 


Letters.- 





Dear Colleagues, 


I need not tell you that this year is, and the coming year will be, dif- 
ferent from past years. | know of no one who can look at the economic 
future and feel that he or she is not threatened. 

We at Concordia are, for the most part, secure in our jobs. While most 
of us do not make a lot of money we make much more than those who 


are being thrown out of work. 


The point: Centraide is soliciting your hard earned dollars. We, you 
and me, should give. I'm almost sure that you already give. How much is 
the only question. If you need a formula, here is one that is useful. 

Take last year's donation and add to it the amount of money you 
would normally spend on a coffee at the local café across the street. Or 
add to it the amount of money that you might splurge on a six-pack of 
beer. Or add to it the amount of money you might spend on a pack of 
cigarettes or a loaf of bread or a litre of milk or a bouquet of flowers. 

The point that I'm trying to make is that Centraide supports people 
who are in need of support and that we are privileged in that we can 
help support Centraide without much inconvenience to ourselves. 
When the envelope comes around, please put a bit in it. Every bit helps. 


Thanks, 
Jack Kornblatt 





Letters to the Editor 


The Journal encourages open, lively discussion and welcomes 


your letters. 


All letters must be signed, include a phone number, and be 
delivered to the Journal office (S-GM 606/1550 De Maisonneuve 
Blvd. W.) or sent by email (cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca) by 9 a.m. 
on the Friday prior to publication. 

Letters must remain respectful and avoid offensive language or 
personal attacks. Letters over 500 words can not be published. 
The editor reserves the right to edit for space, although the 
utmost care will be taken to preserve the core of the writer's argu- 


ment. 


The writer may be contacted by phone or mail to rework the 


letter, if necessary. 


Priorities a year ago. That report 
is also online. 

Under the leadership of the 
Vice-President Research and 
Graduate Studies, Faculties 
completed a strategic research 
plan allowing Concordia to 
identify its research priorities, 
and under the leadership of the 
Provost, they began work on 
identifying their departmental, 
Faculty, and institutional signa- 
ture areas. The Strategic 
Research Plan, available online, 
and the emerging thinking 
about Concordia’s institutional 
signature areas continue to 
inform the process. 

In addition, the Provost has 
convened a working group on 
Teaching and Learning, whose 
report will be posted online and 
will become part of the strategic 
planning process early in the 
new year. 

All of this material, much of it 
certainly characterized as “grass 
roots”, feeds into the current 
consultation by helping identify 
the broad priorities for the uni- 


versity. It is those directions that 
are currently being discussed. 

All members of the community 
are encouraged to attend open 
meetings (see p. 10), comment on 
the website, or to address 
Woodsworth directly at presi- 
dent@concordia.ca with ideas 
about the university's identity and 
direction, regardless of whether 
they see their ideas reflected in 
the current discussion. 


“Frankly, | cannot 
find words to 
express the extreme 


degree of indifference 
that this exercise 
‘inspires’ in me.” 
Once the broad strokes are 
defined, an action plan can be 
developed (a sample is currently 
on the website) that will inte- 
grate some of the nuts and bolts 
recommendations from the pre- 


vious working groups. The cur- 
rent consultation will define pri- 


orities from amongst the occa- 
sionally contradictory sugges- 
tions that normally emerge from 
processes such as this one. By 
next June, the final plan will be 
presented to the Board of 
Governors for approval. 

In addition to the open meet- 
ings and comment opportunities, 
arandom selection of people who 
support the university's function 
in different ways have been invit- 
ed to a pair of world café events 
held on Nov. 11 and 12. The inten- 
tion is to get people with different 
relationships to the university's 
academic mission to discuss 
some key questions face-to-face. 
Those who received invitations, 
which will be followed up by 
emails and phone calls, are urged 
to respond and engage in the 
forums. 

The quotes here were sent to 
the strategic planning website. To 
read more about the process, 
consult the documents men- 
tioned here or add your own go 
to: www.concordia.ca/strategic- 
planning/ 


Honorary doctorate for Hilary Weston 





At Convocation on Nov. 17, 
Concordia will recognize Hilary 
Weston with an honorary doctor- 
ate to celebrate her long and sto- 
ried career as a public servant, 
benevolent philanthropist and 
generous volunteer. 

Weston served as the 26th 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
from 1997 to 2002. Prior to her 
appointment as_ Lieutenant 
Governor, Weston had a career in 
business and in the fashion 
industry, including 10 years as 
Deputy Chair of the Board of Holt 
Renfrew, a Canadian tradition 
that she helped revitalize by pro- 
moting Canadian designers and 
merchandise. 
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As the queen's representative in 
Ontario, Weston was responsible 
for the Crown's provincial consti- 
tutional and_ representational 
roles. While Lieutenant 
Governor, Weston was integral to 
supporting causes and groups 
related to women’s issues, volun- 
teers and youth. She further dis- 
played her kind nature by donat- 
ing her annual salary to provide 
business internships and job 
training for 88 students, and sup- 
ported organizations helping 
street youth. 

Through her volunteer and 
charity work, Weston has sup- 
ported cultural projects, and 
research into breast cancer and 
AIDS. In 1979, Weston founded 
the Ireland Fund of Canada and 
continues as honorary patron of 
the non-partisan, non-denomi- 
national organization that funds 
community projects in Ireland to 


* promote peace. 


Weston was appointed a 
Member in the Order of Canada 
in 2003, received the 2002 Golden 
Jubilee Medal and was invested as 
Dame of Justice in the Venerable 
Order of St. John in 1997. She also 
served as the first Chancellor of 
the Order of Ontario and received 
the honour in 2001. 

Since leaving public office, 
Weston has adopted the role as 
Chair of the Renaissance ROM 





Campaign - a program aiming to 
transform Torontos Royal 
Ontario Museum through the 
largest fundraising campaign in 
Canadian cultural history. As 
well, Weston continues to serve 
as patron of several organizations 
helping to address important 
social issues, such as the Hospice 
Association of Ontario, the 
Landmine Survivors Network 
and the Ontario March of Dimes. 
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René Balcer (BA 78) tries to get 
back to his alma mater every few 
years, but it must be pretty 
tough to find the time when 
youre the executive producer of 
Law & Order, and now Law & 
Order: Criminal Intent. But how 
could Balcer resist when he 
found out Concordia would be 
recognizing him with an hon- 
orary doctorate at this year's 
convocation? 

“T'll keep coming back as long 
as they keep giving me hard- 
ware, he joked during a phone 
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René Balcer 





interview. Balcer will also be 
speaking at the showcase event 
on Nov. 16 prior to convocation. 
Four years ago, he was honoured 
as Alumnus of the Year. 

“I like doing seminars with 
some of the classes,” says Balcer 
of the communications studies 
program. The same program 
that prepared him first as a jour- 
nalist and documentary film- 
maker and now to helm of the 
running primetime 
drama on American television. 

It might seem unlikely for a 
Dorval kid to end up the king of 
television crime. In addition to 
production duties, Balcer has 
written over 180 episodes of the 
crime show. “This is the classic 
stuff, Shakespeare was full of sto- 
ries of fratricide and patricide” 
Although he did love crime fic- 
tion as a child, and relishes his 
early recollections of Montreal as 
a wide-open town in the ‘50s 
(including a headline-grabbing 
murder at the West Island Pine 
Beach Hotel), he also heard sto- 
ries from his uncle who was 
solicitor general under prime 


longest 
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On the use and misuse of power 
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Linus Roache (left) is a relatively new addition to the Law and Order cast. Sam Waterston (right) is a veteran as Jack McCoy. 


minister John Diefenbaker. 

He sees Law & Order and its 
enduring appeal as broader than 
the true-crime genre. “The true- 
life stuff starts as the inspira- 
tion, says Balcer. That inspira- 
tion has earned him four Edgar 
Awards from the Mystery 
Writers of America. 

“The show talks about power 
and the abuse or misuse of 
power, he said. His early years in 


Finding his own way 


KAREN HERLAND 


Peter Lenkov did not feel like he 
fit in as a student in the 
Communications Studies De- 
partment in the mid-’80s. 

“All the other kids were talking 
about how they wanted to make 
a difference, and I knew I just 
wanted to entertain.” 

Given that every week 15 to 18 
million people watch any given 
episode of CS/: NY or 24, shows 
he writes and produces, it’s a fair 
bet to say he got his wish. 

“I love my job, I get to write 
every day,’ says Lenkov. "This is 
what I dreamed of as a kid, I 
would do it for free” 

Lenkoy will be on campus 
Nov. 7 talking to a group of com- 
munications students wishing 
to follow in his rather impressive 
footsteps. “So many times I 
would say ‘I wish I'd known this 
when I started out’ Lenkov says 
in a phone interview, “but I did- 
n't know anyone in the enter- 
tainment business.” 

Growing up in Chomedey, 
Lenkov describes his family as 
fairly traditional and hard-work- 
ing, not likely to run away and 
join the circus, or even nearby 
Belmont Park. “Two of my 


brothers are business lawyers. 
My father desperately tried to 
get me to enter law as well? he 
says. But after one year at 
McGill, he transferred to 
Concordia. And, although he 
didn't entirely fit in, he was able 
to practice his skills and learn as 
much as he could. 

In a recent moment of flipping 
though some of the scripts he 
completed during his time .at 
Concordia, Lenkov came across 
some particularly brusque com- 
ments from one professor. “She 
wrote a three-page letter and 
she absolutely hated it. She said 
it was fluff and had no social sig- 
nificance,’ he reminisces. 

Most kids would have likely 
given up their dream and shoved 
the letter in the trash. For 
Lenkovy, it crystallized what he 
really wanted. The years of short 
stories and other scribbling 
finally made sense. “It gave me 
so much insight into who I was,” 
he says. "I realized I wanted to 
write entertainment” 

That determination got him 
on a plane as a 21-year-old, a 
few credits shy of graduating. 
Once in L.A., he did everything 
he could to get a different script 
he had into the hands of a pro- 


ducer. (“I really believed in that 
script; he says.) After yet anoth- 
er rejection, Lenkov found him- 
self sharing an elevator with the 
producer who had most recently 
said no. “She turned to me and 
said, ‘you really should pursue 
this, you have talent.” 

On that basis, he came back to 
Montreal, packed his clothes, 
said goodbye to his bewildered 
but supportive family, and head- 
ed south. "I had no idea what I 
was getting into.” 

Since that fateful moment, he 
has worked on a number of TV 
shows and films, even returning 
to Canada to work on La Femme 
Nikita (the filming took place in 
Toronto). Not limited to televi- 
sion and film, Lenkov has even 
explored the world of illustra- 
tion, writing a series of comic 
books for Dark Horse (the same 
company that produces former 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer writer 
Joss Whedon's comics). 

Lenkov, a proud father of 
three (soon to be four), is 
pleased that he has begun pro- 
duction on two animated kid's 
shows. “All of my stuff was very 
adult, CSI, 24, and the kids were 
just too young for it. Now I'm the 
big hero in the house’ 


Montreal marked him on that 
front as well. “The abuse of power 
during the October Crisis was 
eye-opening to me when I was 
16; Balcer reflects. Add to that 
the influence of one of his profes- 
sors, Dennis Murphy, whom he 
remains in touch with to this day. 
“He taught about ethics and 
propaganda, both natural things 
for me to be interested in? 
Meanwhile, Balcer has other 


projects on the go. (“I'm always 
working on three or four differ- 
ent things at the same time” he 
says). He has a mini-series on 
L.A. in the 60s in development, 
and is working on a medical 
drama with Dreamworks and 
CBS. He's also re-editing the 
English translation of a 13-vol- 
ume catalogue of the works of 
Chinese painters during the cul- 
tural revolution. 


Manulife Financial supports JMSB 





On Oct. 23, Concordia University was pleased to receive a gift of $500 000 from Manulife 
Financial. The donation, presented by Roy Firth, Manulife Financial Executive Vice 
President, Individual Wealth Management (above left), will be put toward a professorship 
in financial planning, as well as the construction of a 120-seat amphitheatre in the new 
JMSB building. The amphitheatre, equipped with the state-of-the-art audio and visual 
technology, will serve as a classroom and public lecture hall. 

“This is an important investment in education by a leading financial institution,” 
said Concordia President and Vice-Chancellor Judith Woodsworth (right), "and a further 
recognition by the business world of the quality of teaching and research at the JMSB.” 
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Music 


Russ COOPER 


We've all heard the debate 
between ‘right brain’ and ‘left 
brain’ people: Those who are left- 
brained are more analytical and 
logical, while right-brained folk 
are for artistic, more intuitive. 
Ergo, math is done on the left, 
music on the right. Right? 

While not completely untrue, 
the conventional idea isn't as 
accurate as we've come to 
believe, says associate professor 
in Concordia’ department of 
music Christine Beckett. "With 
music, the brain lights up like a 
christmas tree on both sides,” she 
says. 

In her demonstration Hemi- 
spheric Harmonies on Oct. 28, 
Beckett explained to a packed 
house at the Vanier Library that 
the human brain isn't as clearly 
separated as we think, especially 
when it comes to music. 

"Music, more than any other 
medium, calls on the whole 
brain,” says Beckett. 

Beckett's findings stem from 
her research with the Inter- 
national Laboratory for Brain, 


to 





Christine Beckett bridges the gap between music and the mind at the Vanier library. 


Music and Sound Research 
(BRAMS), a collaboration of uni- 
versities devoted to the study of 
music cognition with a focus on 
neuroscience. 

So, how does a career musician 


become so captivated by a side of 
the art form that is, well, so cere- 
bral? 

"Teaching ear training one day, 
the question just popped into my 
head, 'what is actually going on in 
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their heads?’ That launched me 
onto MA and PhD research in 
music education,” she explains. "I 
also had the extraordinary good 
luck to meet (BRAMS Co- 
Director) Robert Zatorre fairly 
early on in his career, and that 
was the start.” 

According to Beckett, music 
tends to have a special effect on 
brain activity. Using MRI images, 
she illustrated the activity of a 
musician's brain when improvis- 
ing musical scales - the flurry of 
colourful activity on both sides 
helped to support Beckett's 
research and dispel the myth of 
LBS, or lop-sided brain syndrome. 

Even when merely remember- 
ing a tune using mental imagery, 
strong activations in right hemi- 
sphere are accompanied by acti- 
vations to the left. 

Beckett explained that music 
is, in part, processed deep in the 
brain by parts shared by both 
hemispheres. Furthermore, she 
explained that musicians tend to 
have a larger corpus collosum 
than the average person — the 
part of the brain facilitating com- 
munication between the two 


CLASSACTION 


our ears... and our minds 


halves, located directly between 
the left and right sides. 

A good portion of Beckett's 
presentation also helped to 
explain how music is becoming 
an effective and vital component 
in the rehabilitation of stroke vic- 
tims and other health treatments 
- something well known to 
Concordias Creative Arts 
Therapy department, who are in 
the final stages of approving a 
graduate certificate in music 
therapy in Sept. 2009, and a mas- 
ter's degree starting in 2010. 

"I'm not a music therapist, but 
Id love to contribute what I 
know," she says. "I know they're 
getting highly experienced, inter- 
nationally respected specialists. 
The program is going to be amaz- 
ing.” 

With so much room for explo- 
ration and discovery, Beckett is 
excited about going deeper into 
research based around music and 
the brain. 

"There's a lot we don't know, " 
she says. "It's a field that's only 
been around for 20 or 30 years, 
and there are still many questions 
to answer yet.” 





Russ COOPER 


Ask English professor Anthony 
Sisti about his class in graphic 
novels and in no time at all you'll 
have the big picture. 

“There aren't many universi- 
ties that offer a class like this? 
says Sisti. “The graphic novel is 
really an innovative medium, so 
it’s fantastic to be able to explore 
it with students,” 

As the name suggests, a graph- 
ic novel is a book-length comic. 
While not drastically different 
from a comic book, graphic noy- 
els separate themselves by explor- 
ing much more mature subject 
matter often in a darker, more 
sophisticated manner. Sisti’s 
course texts include Marjane 
Satrapi's Persepolis: Stories of a 
Childhood - a touching memoir of 
growing up in Iran during the 
Islamic revolution. 

Sisti is careful to point out that 
the graphic novel isn’t simply a 
genre, but a medium unto itself. 
In blending words and images in 
complex ways, the graphic nov- 
elist is able to provide a unique 


Drawing on darker experience 


perspective, aesthetic and the- 
matic, on often powerful and 
dramatic subject matter. 

“Theres a perception of 
comics being juvenile; says Sisti. 
“But the graphic novel can be 
treated as a serious medium that 
explores serious issues. “Other 
popular graphic novels include 
Chester Brown's Louis Riel: A 
Comic-Strip Biography and Joe 
Sacco’ Palestine. 

Sisti has been in the English 
department since the late '70s, 
mostly teaching literature and 
composition. The graphic novel 
course was originally a graduate 
class, proposed and taught twice 
by former English professor 
David Wright, but Sisti was 
instrumental in bringing the 
undergrad class to life. 

“We didn’t come up against 
much opposition at all? says 
Sisti. “The class has been wel- 
comed from the start. The recep- 
tion has been absolutely great. 

Great, indeed. When it was 
formally announced, the class’ 
capacity of 65 students filled up 
in no time and the response 


from students has been over- 
whelmingly positive. In fact, the 
class has become so popular, the 
English department is adding a 
new section for the winter term. 

Graphic novels aren't limited 
to investigating political mat- 
ters. Their prominence explod- 
ed in the mid-'80s when authors 
began to shed new light upon 
the traditional notion of the 
superhero; moral roles became a 
bit more ambiguous, darker 
philosophical points of view 
materialized and real-life social 
issues began to appear.  Sisti 
credits Frank Miller's Batman: 
The Dark Knight Returns and 
Moore and Gibbons’ The Watch- 
men — both course, texts and 
movie fodder— for revolutioniz- 
ing the medium. 

While Sisti himself has never 
attempted to create a graphic 
novel (“I'm just not an artist; 
he says), he is extremely proud 
to be teaching a class where a 
few of his students are current- 
ly producing graphic novels of 
their own. 

“Many of my students have 





Course texts for ENGL 398C explore many different topics from politics to history. 


grown up reading comics and 
graphic novels; he says. “Our 
class is more like a animated 


discussion than a formal lec- 
ture. It's a really stimulating 
environment.” 
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Finding a second life outside of landfills 


KAREN HERLAND 


In a consumer society, designers 
have a central role convincing 
you that their product is the 
slickest, sleekest, latest, must- 
have item. 

Martin Racine, chair of 
design and computation arts, 
has a very different approach. 
The Hexagram researcher has 
been working with his 
Université de Montréal col- 
league, Philippe Lalande, to use 
rapid prototyping technology to 
reduce waste. 

Rapid prototyping is a form of 
3D printing that uses plastic fila- 
ments, plaster dust or photosen- 
sitive resin to build a solid copy 
of a computer-defined project, 
much the way a printer trans- 
lates your desktop document 
into paper and ink. 

Earlier incarnations of their 
collaboration explored replac- 
ing small parts of objects; recon- 
struct a new button to replace 
the one that cracked and that 
walkman will keep playing, or 
rebuild the broken top of your 
coffee carafe instead of buying a 
new one. 

"The problem is that technol- 
ogy evolves,” said Racine. Your 
refurbished walkman is useless 
without tapes to put in it. And it 
can be extremely costly to pro- 
duce a one-off piece. This issue 
led the designer to explore ways 





The Re-Office Clock is one of Metacycle’s many innovative pieces that are giving dis- 


posable pens a new purpose. 


to design products that could 
evolve through time either by 
personalizing or updating their 
function or style in order to give 
them new life. 

Racine’s latest _ project, 
Metacycle, uses a business 
model defined by Wired maga- 
zine as crowd-sourcing; posting 
a problem online and soliciting 
responses from the internet 
community worldwide. 

A handful of products with 
major landfill potential were 


identified. The products share a 
finite first use, either because 
they are obsolete or disposable. 
They also are made of materials 
that take a long time to break 
down. Among the first eight 
problems were VHS tapes, cell 
phones, toothbrushes and swim 
goggles. 

So design blogs, web sites 
dealing with design and sus- 
tainability and a few university 
sites posed Metacycle's prob- 
lem. Anyone could post any 
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solution they developed. 

"We wanted to make it playful, 
so people could rank the proj- 
ects and make it easy to see 
what the public liked.” In the 
end, Botelho and Gouveia, of 
Portugal, devised a rather ele- 
gant second life for used pens 
destined for the trash bin in the 
form of the re-office clock. 

"Pens have different colours 
and textures, with parts that are 
bright, and other parts that are 
translucent.” said Racine about 
their potential. “The task was to 
use creativity and ingenuity to 
add value.” 

Racine and his team worked 
on developing a thin-walled cen- 
tral puck, to reduce waste and 
keep material costs low. They 
also developed a way for the 
pens to snap into place, and stay 
put. Racine estimates the 
design, development time and 
resources his team has devoted » 
to the project is valued in the 
thousands of dollars. 

"We want whatever we pro- 
duce to have a certain level of 
sophistication. We don't want 
things to look unfinished.” 

Racine would like to develop 
Metacycle as a sustainable busi- 
ness model. There are numer- 
ous ways that could happen. For 
instance, in the case of the Re- 
Office Clock, collection sites for 
old pens could be placed all over 
campus. His team could then 


produce clocks for resale. Or, 
Racine'’s team could devise a 
puck specific to the pens to be 
used at another company. That 
company could buy those pieces 
and resell their clocks to raise 
money. 

Another alternative is to work 
with companies developing 
ways to make use of standard 
waste that they produce. Racine 
is currently exploring that possi- 
bility with office furniture pro- 
ducer Herman Miller. 

Racine expects to try a new 
crowd-sourcing project early in 
the new year. Eventually, he 
hopes Metacycle will become a 
hub where people can post 
their recycling ideas or prob- 
lems and get feedback from 
others. "I would love it if 
Metacycle became the youtube 
of recycling.” 

Meanwhile, the Metacycle 
team is currently working on 
turning old, carbon hockey 
sticks into crutches, Racine's 
team is developing a handle 
with rapid prototyping. They are 
also considering how to re-use 
other bits of waste in the design 
— for instance, using the tongues 
of old ski boots as the elbow sup- 
ports for the crutches. 

Racine said that the project 


_works best when the most min- 


imal of joints or connectors are 
produced to simply link togeth- 
er existing waste. 


New Vice-Provost Teaching and Learning wants to raise the bar 


KAREN HERLAND 


Until this year, Ollivier Dyens 
operated as most professors do. 
He was chair of the Départ- 
ement d'études _frangaises, 
published regularly (his poetry 
was frequently nominated for 
major prizes), established two 
literary magazines over the 
course of his career ... and he 
taught. 

"There is nothing more 
draining than actually teach- 
ing, both psychologically and 
physically,” Dyens said in an 
interview about his new role as 
Vice-Provost Teaching and 
Learning. 

Created by Provost David 
Graham this summer, Dyens 
was attracted to the three-year 
position because of the chal- 
lenge of “engaging faculty and 
students in their teaching and 
learning more dynamically. 


What attracts me are the great 
challenges we face in trying to 
enhance the learning process.” 
He concedes that few profes- 
sors are actually trained to 
teach. "Only a small number of 
us get pedagogical training in 
graduate school. Teaching is 
something we do intuitively." 
Dyens would like to develop 
ways to support intuition with 
"research and data on what 


* works and what doesn't.” 


He is working closely with 
the campus Centre for 
Teaching and Learning 
Services (CTLS) to find out 
more about cognitive functions 
and how students learn. 
Currently, the CTLS offers a 40- 
hour program for PhD students 
to prepare them for teaching. 
That could easily be extended 
to MA students, who may want 
to teach at the CEGEP level. 

"I've had an interesting dia- 


logue with them. They have a 
teaching and learning perspec- 
tive, I have a faculty/research 
perspective.” 

Bringing those two sides of 
professors’ roles together is a 
translation exercise for Dyens. 
He especially wants to see that 
dialogue develop across 
Faculties and departments. 
"Whether we are engineers, or 
business people or artists or 
humanists, we should have a 
definition of university students 
and a common answer to what 
we want them to have learned.” 

He would like that concept to 
develop not top-down, but bot- 
tom-up, with each department 
contributing their own culture 
to the discussion. 

He would also like to see 
more focus placed on teacher 
recognition awards and pro- 
grams at the provincial and 
national level. Ideally, profes- 


sors should be able to refine 
their teaching skills and abili- 
ties, the way they currently can 
with research. 

Although professors’ research 
can easily feed the classroom 
experience, it is less clear how 
teaching can nourish research. 
Reinforcing that relationship, 
perhaps involving undergradu- 
ate students in research proj- 
ects, is another possible direc- 
tion. 

Dyens has also helped organ- 
ize the celebration planned to 
welcome Judith Woodsworth 
the day before her installation 
as President and_ Vice- 
Chancellor at this fall's convo- 
cation ceremony. The event 
will feature theatre, dance, and 
performance. 

"We want to showcase how 
Concordia, like Montreal, is 
multi-cultural and multi-lingual,” 
said Dyens. "Dr. Woodsworth is a 





translator and the event is a 
cross-translation and intertwin- 
ing of ideas and language." 
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Grads have the 
write stuff 


Russ COOPER 


They've said the words of the 
prophet were written on the sub- 
way walls. But taking a look at 
this year's list of nominations for 
literary awards, you could see 
some pretty fantastic words writ- 
ten on Concordia’s walls. 

Joining exclusive company (see - 
sidebars), Concordia'’s newest lit- 
erary rainmakers include Sachiko 
Murakami for her book The Invis- 
ible Exhibit, nominated for the 
Governor General's poetry award; 
poet Katia Grubisic's What if red 
ran out and Joshua Auerbach's 
Radius of Light have both been 
nominated for the Quebec 
Writers’ Federation (QWF) A.M. 
Klein prize for poetry; and novel- 
ist Andrew Hood is up for the 
QWF Hugh MacLennan prize for 
fiction for his novel Pardon Our 
Monsters. As well, Pasha Malla 
has been Giller prize longlisted 
for his novel The Withdrawal Method. 

As thesis advisor to Grubisic, Murakami 
and Auerbach, creative writing professor 
Stephanie Bolster isn't surprised 
Concordia is producing some of the coun- 
try's brightest up-and-coming writers. 

"That many strong writers have gone 
through the program, these nominations 
aren't so much a surprise but as an affir- 
mation,” says Bolster. "The diversity of 
writers in the program continues to 
impress and inspire me. We knew all along 
they were that good." 

For Murakami, the prestigious nod for 
the GG on her first published work was 
surprising, and she gladly welcomes the 
support. "It was a bit shocking and bewil- 
dering for the first while because it's rare 
for the first book to be nominated, but it 
feels really great,” she says. 

As a masters’ student in English lit with 
a creative writing option, Murakami cred- 
its Concordia with helping in her evolu- 
tion as a writer and contributing directly 
to her current level of success. 

"When I started, I thought of myself as a 
student - writing a bit, but not really pub- 
lishing or really involved in the culture of 
writing. But being at Concordia helped me 
get involved in the writing community,’ 
she says. "I left Concordia with a lot more 
confidence as a writer.” 

Ironically, Murakami wrote Jnvisibility 
about her hometown of Vancouver during 
her time here in Montreal, but she's writing 
her new as-yet-untitled novel — a 
humourous tale of charlatan orphans from 
the streets of Montreal who pretend to 
homeless to cash in on charities — from 
the lush surroundings of B.C’s Galiano 
Island. 

"All I can think about Montreal is the dev- 
astating cold and the gritty sidewalks,” she 





says. "[The new book] is gonna be great.” 
Auerbach, who began Radius as his MA 
thesis but continued to rework it into its 


current incarnation after leaving school, 
echoes Murakami'’s comments in regard 
to Concordia’ creative writing depart- 
ment fostering an atmosphere of collabo- 
ration and a spirit of preparing writers for 
what lies beyond the classroom. 

"I think within the creative writing 
program, a writerly community hap- 
pens," he says, "which helps to push one's 
work forward as opposed to being creat- 
ed in a vacuum.” 

For Grubisic, watching What if mature 
from her MA thesis into a vaunted tome 
has been an experience of reflection upon 
her work. "[The nomination] is really 
encouraging. It's the icing on the cake," 
she says, "but there are so many layers on 
the cake, and I'm working hard to keep it 
from falling over." 

Currently on a promotional tour for her 
poetry collection (with a hometown stop 
on Nov. 9 at Blizzarts before heading east 
for another tour), ever-the-poet's-poet 
Grubisic muses upon the persona her 
work adopted after it was finished and 
published. "Who was it that said, ‘poems 
are never done, they're just abandoned?” 

Regardless of her current ruminations, 
she isn't shy to employ her poetic sensibil- 
ity about her decision to come to 
Concordia to study with Stephanie 
Bolster. "I chose to come to Concordia 
because of her. She's incredibly perspica- 
cious and meticulous," she says. 

For Bolster, the respect she feels in the 
work of her former students has progressed 
from professorial pride into that of a col- 
league. "Many of these writers have gradu- 
ated into friends,’ she adds. "I read their 
work more as an interested reader now.’ 


The golden Hage 


As the literary skies are lit up with ris- 
ing stars, perhaps the brightest lights 
in the constellation are ones we've 
been gazing upon for sometime. 

For the second time, Concordia 
alumnus Rawi Hage's [BFA 92] novel 
Cockroach has been nominated for a 
prestigious trifecta of literary awards; 
the Governor General's award, the 
Giller prize and the Writers’ Trust 
Fiction prize. 

Three literary nominations in one 
year is a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
for most writers. But for Hage, his first 
novel DeNiros Game was nominated 
for the same three awards. While_he 
didn’t capture any of those awards, 
Hage did receive the distinguished 
2008 IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
(the richest award in English litera- 
ture, valued at $158 000). 

Beirut-born Hage came here to 
study photography, earning a BFA in 
photography in 1992. Hage has had 
his work featured by the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization and the 
Musée de la civilisation de Québec. 
While noteworthy in its own right, it 
was not his photography that vaulted 
him to fame. 

His debut novel, 2006's DeNiro’ 
Game, turned Hage into a literal liter- 
ary celebrity. Beyond his acclaimed 


nominations and winning the 
IMPAC, DeNiro’s Game was also 
awarded two Quebec awards, the 
Hugh MacLennan Prize for Fiction 
and the McAuslan First Book Prize at 
the Quebec Writers’ Federation liter- 
ary awards. His vault into fame drew 
generous attention and he became 
well known for his thoughtful inter- 
views. 


MACHIFICENT A MAJOR LITERARY TALENT 
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Inspiration from 
alma mater 


Leamington, Ont.-born Nino Ricci 
came to Concordia after completing 
an honours degree at York 


University. Ricci has drawn inspira- 
tion from his fair alma mater. Also a 
2008 Governor General's award 





nominee for fiction, Ricci's book 
The Origin of Species tells the story 
of Alex, a PhD student at Concordia 
in the '80s, and his search for love 
and meaning while contemplating a 
disastrous trip to the Galapagos 
Islands. 

For Ricci, the GG nomination for 
his latest work isn't uncharted terri- 
tory either. Along with the win for 
the Governor General's’ Award in 
1990, Ricci's first novel Lives of the 
Saints, was widely honoured receiv- 
ing a myriad of awards, including 
the Books in Canada First Novel 
Award; as well as international 
prizes such as the Betty Trask 
Award and the Winifred Holtby 
Prize in Britain. 

- Lives also began as his master’s 
thesis and evolved beyond the com- 
pletion of his degree. His other 
books include In a Glass House and 
Where Has She Gone. He is also a 
past president of the Canadian 
Centre of International PEN, a writ- 
ers human rights organization that 
works for freedom of expression. 
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Lights, camera, traction! 


Concordia film student wins new car in EnRoute Film Fest 


Russ COOPER 


Concordia’s prolific capacity to 
produce amazing films has yet 
again been proven. 

This year, two Concordia films 
made at the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema have been 
honoured at the EnRoute 
Student Film Fest. Jacquelyn 
Mills’ film For Wendy was award- 
ed best student film. As well, the 
award for achievement in ani- 
mation went to Eva Cvijanovic 
for her film Play. 

Mills will take home a brand 
new car valued at $25 000 and 
both winners will be flown to 
the Palm Springs International 
Film Festival. 

In a discussion before winners 


were announced, Mills suggest- 
ed that her nomination was 
affirmation for her hard work 
and unique vision. "You never 
really expect something like 
this,’ says Mills. "I felt it was the 
first film I've made that was 
indicative of the kind of film I 
want to make in the future” 
After approaching the first 
two years of her studies at Mel 
Hoppenheim to learn the tech- 
nical side to film making, For 
Wendy was the perfect opportu- 
nity to apply her knowledge and 
push beyond the classroom 
walls and into the realm of the 
film business. “I wanted to make 
something that would help me 
transition from school,’ she says. 
For her, the support of her 


Latin poet honoured 


The Peruvian consulate and the 
Department of Classics, Modern 
Languages and _ Linguistics 
(CMLL) hosted an evening in 
honour of Peruvian poet Cesar 
Vallejo and his impact on the 
Latin community both in South 
America and Europe. Vallejo, 
who lived in Peru, Spain and 
France until his death in 1938, at 
the age of 46, produced avant- 
garde poetry and_ essays, 
according to Catherine Vallejo 
(no relation) who presented a 
paper during the program. 

The evening also featured the 
Andean musical group Mosoq 
Illary, a reading of some of 
Vallejos poetry in the Quecha 


dialect by poet Yolanda de 
América, as well as a paper pre- 
sented by CMLL proessor Lady 
Rojas Benavente. “I think that is 
precisely one of the special fea- 
tures of the success of the 
evening — almost 200 people to 
a Spanish-language lecture 


event at Concordia; said 
Vallejo. 
The program was introduced 


by Lucia Trindade de Buitrén, 
General Consul of Peru in 
Montreal. The Peruvian con- 
sulate provided some of the 
funding for the presentation, 
which took place in H-110, and 
the reception that followed on 
the 7" floor. 


professors, in particular cinema 
professor and department chair 
Peter Rist, has been invaluable. 

"Peter is one of the most influ- 
ential and helpful profs at 
school,’ Mills says. “All my teach- 
ers are filmmakers as well, [.:.] 1 
think that's the best thing a film 
school can do for filmmakers.” 

Rist and Mills also ventured to 
Africa in February 2007 to attend 
the Pan-African film fest. Not only 
impressed by Mills, Rist beams 
when he talks about the trip. 

"All the students who went on 
that trip, who took that chance, 
were a special kind of person; 
he says. “They showed a certain 
kind of pizzazz’ 

Although not surprised by the 
fact that movies of this calibre 


were nominated for the EnRoute 
prizes, Rist was surprised when 
he learned movies of this exper- 
imental nature made the cut for 
a commercial outlet such as Air 
Canada. 

The films have been showing 
on Air Canada flights to roughly 
3 million passengers monthly. 
(You can also watch them by vis- 
iting www.enroutefilm.com) 

"My first reaction was sur- 
prise, because when _ I’ve 
watched films on flights, they 
usually go for amusing or fun 
films,” he says, “but our films 
didn't have that rationale - 
we're more on the artistic cre- 
ative side rather than the enter- 
tainment side. But that’s the 
kind of film we encourage, so 





it’s great to see it out there?” 

Igor Glavonich, the film fest’s 
project manager, believes in 
exposing the non-traditional side 
of Canadian film. "Any chances 
we get to promote experimental 
filmmakers like this, we're all for 
it," he says. “We're trying to 
expose the everyday passenger to 
new art forms and techniques of 
various aspects of filmmaking, 
rather just feel good movies. 
There's a concentrated effort to 
present movies that push the 
boundaries” 

The winners were chosen by a 
star jury whose members include 
actors Dan Akroyd, Andrea 
Martin and Colm Feore, as well as 
Sharkwater director and star Rob 
Stewart, among others. 


S¥EOHID INTE 


After the tribute to Cesar Vallejo, students (from left, back row) Sergio Saveliovsky and Douglas Smith and (front row) Danitza Campos, 
Katherine Simon and Bianca-Elena Boingiu joined their professor Lady Rojas Benavente and Peruvian poet, Yolanda de América. 
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JOTSSIE NOIWWH 


Students don 
pink hijabs 
for the cure 


On Oct. 29, the Muslim Student Association 
(MSA) of Concordia organized second annu- 
al Global Pink Hijab Day to raise aware- 
ness about breast cancer. The MSA also 
held a bake sale, raising upwards of $500 
for the Quebec Breast Cancer Foundation. 
The pink hijab endeavor also took place at 
McGill, UdeM, UQAM, John Abbott and Vanier 
to commemorate breast cancer awareness 
month. In the photo are, from left to right, 
Nairra Tariq (in front), Madiha Hussain 
Padela, Nihla Zarook (standing), Kirran Raza 
Awan and Kathleen Fatima Schroeder. 
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Quartier goes underground 


KAREN HERLAND 


By this time next year Quartier 
Concordia will have an under- 
ground city of its own. 

You'll be able to travel from 
Bishop St. to the Guy Metro or 
Le Gym to H-110 without ever 
hitting the pavement. 

Tony Vanvari, of Facilities 
Management, is in charge of a 
major and long awaited piece of 
this puzzle when construction 
begins this month on a tunnel 
connecting the Guy Metro to the 
tunnel that links the LB and Hall 
buildings. 

"This project has been talked 


about since before I got here in 
2003,” said Vanvari of the pas- 
sage that will open up just north 
of the Uniprix at the Metro level 
and continue more or less under 
the De Maisonneuve bike path 
until linking up with the existing 
tunnel near the Sir George book- 
store. 

Vanvari is enthusiastic about 
the advantages of the project. 
Currently student, faculty and 
staff pedestrian traffic often 
spills off of the sidewalk onto the 
street or the bike path, creating 
safety hazards. The tunnel will 
be equipped with cameras and 
efficient lighting, offering a 


Program marks first decade 





Over 100 Applied Human Sciences, Leisure Studies and Applied Social Sciences alum- 
ni, friends, staff and faculty gathered to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the applied 
human sciences program. Those who gathered at the Richard Renaud Science Complex 
on Oct. 23 enjoyed a lecture by former Chair of Applied Human Sciences Randy 
Swedburg on his reflections of 30 years of teaching in the department. After the lec- 
ture, guests enjoyed refreshments and a display of historic photos. 


UPCOMING CONSULTATIONS 
Strategic Planning Open Consultations 


Loy - Nov. 26 from 3:30 - 5 p.m. in SPS-110 
SGW - Nov. 27 from 3:30 - 5 p.m. in H-110 


World Cafés (by invitation only) 


SGW - Nov. || from 3 to 5 p.m. in the LB Atrium 
Loy - Nov. 12 from 3 to 5 p.m. in the C} Atrium 


Or go to www.concordia.ca/strategicplanning/ 
to present your ideas. 





secure alternative in all weather. 
Though: Vanvari points out 
the project will be extremely 
useful in the winter months for 
faculty, students and when 
deliveries are often necessary 
through slush, sleet and over ice. 
"We've all seen the Chartwells 
staff struggle in the winter with 
carts. Now they won't have to 
worry.’ The same is true for dis- 
tribution and mail services staff, 
who will be able to remain 
indoors for most of the routes. 
The GM building already con- 
nects to the EV Building. By next 
October, when the project will 
be complete, the JMSB building 


on the west side of Guy will also 
be finished, and a tunnel will 
link it to the EV building, oppo- 
site the location of the Le Gym. 

This major tunnel will be 396 
feet long and lined with ceramic 
tiles, with display panels for 
added visual interest. The proj- 
ect is possible due to the finan- 
cial support of the provincial 
government. Vanvari has coordi- 
nated with the city, STM services 
and those responsible for under- 
ground electrical systems to 
ensure that service will not be 
interrupted. 

The connections will be a 
boon to underground retailers, 


many of whom are tenants of 
the university. 

Meanwhile, above ground dis- 
ruptions will also be kept to a 
minimum. Both vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic will continue 
to flow, though there will be 
occasional detours. The project 
is coordinated with other con- 
struction in the area. The initial 
work will not impede the cur- 
rent work of relocating the 

under De 
boulevard and 
future improvements to the 
south of Place Norman-Bethune 
are slated for after the tunnel 


sewer system 


Maisonneuve 


project is complete. 





Centraide fundraising campaign 


Centraide, known outside of 
Quebec as United Way, is an 
umbrella charity collecting 
donations to invest in one of 360 
carefully chosen agencies whose 
mission is to improve the quality 
of community life within Greater 
Montreal. Concordia's Centraide 
Campaign has begun and by now 
you should have received your 
pledge form. 

This Friday, Nov. 7, the popular 
pasta lunch will serve up full 
meals to caring Concordians for 
only $5 in the LB Atrium, with 
the profit going to the campaign. 


Meals include pasta and sauce 
(with veggie option), salad, juice 
and a roll. Invite your colleagues 
and friends to join you for lunch 
in a congenial atmosphere. It's a 
great chance to bump into other 
Concordians, and at only $5, you 
can afford to treat a friend. 

Bake sales are a fun way to gar- 
ner support for Centraide. 
University | Communications 
Services will hock homemade 
goodies in the GM lobby in the 
morning on Mon., Nov. 10, and 
the tremendously successful 
ENCS bake sale will be held on 


Nov. 24 outside the Dean's offices 
on the second floor from 10:30 to 
1:30 p.m. 

Prize draws begin this Friday 
after the pasta lunch, so be sure 
to submit your pledge form to 
payroll, S-FB 1130, to be includ- 
ed. This week's prizes are a 
Reebok hockey stick, a laptop 
computer, a 3-month Le Gym 
pass, a 4GB iPod Shuffle and a 
return flight to New York from 
Norko Travel. 

Other events will follow. Check 
the Centraide site for up-to-date 
details: centraide.concordia.ca 





Multimedia performance a first for D.B. Clarke 





VAVHIHD! OUHASIVY 


Starting Nov. 12 and running for a full week, Du/cinea’s Lament marks the first performance presented by the D.B. Clarke Theatre. 
Inspired by Don Quixote’s muse, Dulcinea del Toboso, multidisciplinary artist Dulcinea Langfelder takes on Cervantes’ ‘absent heroine.’ 
Using her namesake from the novel, Langfelder expresses her vision in a production combining music, dance, performance and pup- 
petry. Langfelder has created full length, multidisciplinary works that have toured extensively in four continents. 

Although several people collaborated on the production, of note is the stage design of Ana Cappelluto, of the Theatre Department. 
Earlier this year, Cappelluto earned a Jessie Richardson Theatre Award in the small theatre category for her set for 4.48 Psychosis. 
For tickets for Dulcinea’s Lament go to www.admission.com 


University of the Streets Café 


“Building a culture of sustainability: What role do 
taxes play in creating the commons?” on Thurs., Nov. 
6, at 7 p.m., and on Mon., Nov. 10 at 7 p.m., “Building a 
culture of sustainability: Can we teach (and not 
preach) new ways of sustainable living?” Both these 
lectures will be held in the 11th floor lounge, EV build- 
ing. On Tues., Nov. 11, at 7 p.m. at Coop La Maison 
Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke St.W., “Food Security: GMOs in 
Canada: is it a done deal?” And at the Centre St- 
Ambroise, 5080 St-Ambroise, on Mon., Nov. 17 at 6:30 
p-m., “Science as we know it: Is the earth really 
round?” Visit univcafe.org for details. 


Book launch: Inuit meet the Explorers 


Dorothy Eber, author of Encounters on the Passage: Inuit 
Meet the Explorers, will launch her book on Fri., Nov. 7 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in LB-1014. 


Irish Lectures 


The Louis de Paor lecture, held in conjunction with the 
Writers Read Series, will be held Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. in the 
DeSeve cinema. The following week, Nessa Cronin of the 
University of Ireland will present a lecture titled “An 
Irish Poetics of Place? Poetry, Topography and the Irish 
Literary Tradition” on Nov. 13 at 8:30 p.m. in H-1220. On 
Nov. 20, the lecture, “The Slave Ship Zong Arrives on the 
Dublin Stage: Kinship and _ Globalization in 
Contemporary Ireland” will be presented by Katie 
Gough visiting professor from the University of Glasgow 
at 8:30 p.m. in H-1220. www.cdnirish.concordia.ca. 


Author of Stealing Nasreen 


Toronto-based author and social worker Farzana Doctor will 
read from her novel, Stealing Nasreen, on Fri., Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. 
The story focuses on an Indo-Canadian lesbian therapist 
who becomes entangled in the lives of an underemployed 
new immigrant couple from India. Hosted at the 2110 Centre 
for Gender Advocacy, 2110 Mackay St., and sponsored by the 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute, a discussion will follow and 
books will be available for purchase and signing. For more: 
y_amor@alcor.concordia.ca 


Exposcience 


The annual science and technology fair held in Pointe- 
Claire will mark its 25th anniversary on the weekend of 
Nov. 8 and 9, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The fair, which show- 
cases the work and research of Concordians, features kid- 
friendly interactive exhibits and demonstrations. EWB 
and SAE will also be on hand. Stewart Hall is found at 176 
Lakeshore Rd. 


Sustainability in Business Today 


From Nov. 12 to 14, the John Molson Sustainable Group 
and Career Management Services (CMS) will host a 
three-day series of events to raise awareness of 
Sustainable Business Development. This series will 
include workshops, a panel presentation and a compa- 
ny tour of Cascades. Tickets are available 
at CMS, GM 101 on Nov. 10 and 11. See details on 
the event in the Daily Events Calendar, 
www.concordia.ca/newsandevents/events/ 


WHAT’SON 


NOVEMBER 6 - NOVEMBER .20 
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CURA workshop: Teaching the 
Holocaust 


On Thurs., Nov. 13 from 3 to 5 p.m., Lies Schippers, Patrick 
Siegele and Bronwen Low will discuss “Teaching the 
Holocaust with the comic book The Search”. Space is limited 
and registration is required: cohds@alcor.concordia.ca 


Political Theory Speaker Series 


On Thurs., Nov. 13 from 4 to 6 p.m., Julian Young (philos- 
ophy) of the University of Auckland will present his lec- 
ture, "The Rise and Fall of the Will to Power" as part of the 
fourth Political Theory Speaker Series in H-1220. 


1968 — Societies in Crisis: a Global 
Perspective 


Starting Thurs., Nov. 13 at 1 p.m., the Concordia Chair for the 
Study of Quebec will hold a conference to look back at the 
events that marked the year 1968 on its 40th anniversary, a 
year organized movements challenged the postwar political, 
cultural, social and moral consensus. The conference will be 
held in H-767 until 9 p.m., then on Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. in H-763 and -767. www.conference68.org 


Statistical sources of aggregated and 
micro data 


The libraries are offering a workshop to faculty and graduate 
students on sources of aggregated data (CANSIM, 2006 
Census webiste and Source OECD) and microdata, using 
extraction tools IDLS and Sherlock, on Fri., Nov. 14 from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 in LB-203. Louise Carpentier and Alex Guindon 
will facilitate. 


Re-Emerge 


Concordia artist Khoshro Berahmandi is holding an exhibit 
the MEKIC Gallery, 4438 de la Roche, until Nov. 16, featuring 
a series of 38 paintings and 12 drawings. For details on this 
exhibit of diptychs and triptychs, see www.mekic.ca/art- 
gallery.html 


Beauvoir Institute’s 30th anniversary 


On Thurs., Nov. 20, former principal of the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute Kaarina Kailo will launch her book 
Wo(men) and Bears--the Gifts of Nature, Culture and Gender 
as part of the Business and Professional Women's Club of 
Montreal at 5:30 p.m. at the St. James Club, 1145 Union 
Avenue. Tickets are $37 for members; $47 for non-members 
payable at the door. To reserve your place, please contact 
Erin Kennedy at erin.l.kennedy@live.ca 


On Fri., Nov. 21 at the Montefiore Club, 1195 Guy St., there 
will be a full day of 30th anniversary activities, beginning 
with a panel discussion that features the Institute's former 
principals. For details about the event, including a keynote 
address and dinner with President Judith Woodsworth and 
cocktails and speech by Interim Dean Joanne Locke, visit 
artsandscience1.concordia.ca/wsdb/newsandevents/ 


Tim Clarke: Reading the Limits 


The Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery is holding an exhibit, 
panel dicussion and screening about Montreal artist Tim 
Clarke. On Sat. Nov. 15, the film Tim Clark's A Reading of 
three chapters from the Novel, Blood Meridian, or the Evening 
Redness in the West, Written by the Southern, American 
Novelist Cormac McCarthy (2003) will be screened at 6:30 
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p.m. in the DeSéve Cinema. Free admission. On Sat., Nov. 22 
at 3 p.m. is the panel discussion with Tim Clark, Eduardo 
Ralickas, Michéle Thériault and David Tomas. Walk-in tours 
will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 12:30 
and 2:30 p.m. starting Nov. 4. The exhibit runs until Nov. 29. 


Renaud Doctoral Research Seminar 
Series _ 


In this new series, a moderated panel of three doctoral stu- 
dents in the Humanities PhD Program will present their ongo- 
ing research and engage in interdisciplinary explorations. 
Following panel presentations, students will have the opportu- 
nity to ask questions and engage in discussion. The first panel, 
to be held in LB-646 on Fri., Nov. 21 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m., 
entitled “Speaking of Objects: material culture, comic books, 
embroidery, photography,” features panelists Rosika 
Desnoyers, Joanne Hui and _ Aurele Parisien 
and will be moderated by Cindy Poremba. All interested mem- 
bers of the Concordia community are welcome to attend. For 
details on the event and the — series, see 
graduatestudies.concordia.ca/programs/Interdisciplinarity/ 
humanities/ 


Is Good Health Reporting an Oxymoron? 


Gazette columnist Joe Schwarcz, André Picard of The Globe 
and Mail, U of Victoria’s Alan Cassels and Sylvain-Jacques 
Desjardins (UdeM) will discuss health journalism in this 
workshop held by the departments of Journalism and 
Exercise Science on Fri., Nov. 28. It will be held from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Loyola Campus, and lunch is included. To attend 
this free workshop, you must register by Nov. 7 by writing to 
health.workshop@yahoo.ca. More information is available on 
journalism.concordia.ca 


HIV/AIDS Lecture Series 


In honour of World AIDS Day, the world premiere of docu- 
mentary Jurning 20 will be held at 2 p.m. on Sun., Nov. 30 in 
the DeSéve Cinema. It’s a tribute to Montreal's oldest AIDS 
organization, AIDS Community Care Montreal, co-directed 
by Jessica Mayne and Kim Simard. aids.concordia.ca 


The Uncertainty Project 


Concordia alumna Valerie Buddle will be performing her lat- 
est creation, entitled The Uncertainty Project, at Studio 303, 
372 St. Catherine St. W., on Sat., Nov. 8 and again on Nov. 29 
at Maison de la Culture Maisonneuve. The choreography 
project explores the idea that global events surrounding our 
lives are founded on uncertainty. For details on the shows, 
see vbuddle.googlepages.com or email vbuddle@gmail.com 
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Professional bl 


DANIEL RODRIGUES 


For Cedric Ferdinand and Devon 
Mitchell Jr., sharing the backfield 
for the Stingers’ is something to 
be extremely proud of. Sharing a 
common history of professional 
excellence something more. 
Runningback Cedric Ferd- 
inand and fullback Devon 
Mitchell Jr. are both the offspring 
of pro football players. Together, 
their shared history brings a new 
dimension to this year's team. 
Cedric's father, the late-Denny 
Ferdinand, played eight seasons 
in the Canadian Football League 
as both a runningback and kick 
returner, amassing more than 700 
all-purpose yards and five touch- 
downs in 1983, a season that saw 
him win the eastern division's 
most outstanding Canadian. 
Devon Mitchell Sr. was a stand- 
out defensive back at the 
University of lowa for four sea- 
sons, preceding his joining of the 
Detroit Lions as a free safety in 








1986. He played two seasons, fin- 
ishing his career with eight inter- 
ceptions, returning one for a 
touchdown. 








Between Ferdinand and 
Mitchell Jr., the Stingers’ backfield 
has been making things happen, 
leading the team to a 5-3 win-loss 


39d STH) 





ood runs strong 


record and second place in the 
Quebec conference. 

The two profess to have a 
strong relationship both on and 
off the field, and attribute their 
success to the fact that they are 
always trying to out do one anoth- 
er. 

Ferdinand, a 24-year-old 
Human Relations major enjoying 
his fourth season as a member of 
the Stingers’ football team, was a 
baby throughout most of his 
father's professional career. "I 
don't remember much about the 
games, he explains. “Football was 
boring to me at a young age. What 
I do remember is running around 
the field with the other kids after 
the game” 

Cedric’ attitude towards foot- 
ball would soon change, but his 
passion for running 
remained. Of his own accord, he 
began playing football in his dad's 
former position of runningback. 

“My dad never told me I had to 
play football? says Cedric. “It was 


always 
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something I just wanted to do. 
However he did encourage sport 
because he thought it was a good 
way to keep me out of trouble? 

Devon Mitchell Jr., who comes 
to Concordia from Clarkston, 
Mich. as a 24-year-old Human 
Environment major, brings with 
him collegiate football experience 
having spent two years at Ferris 
State in Big Rapids, Mich. 

Mitchell Jr. says his father, who 
follows the Stingers from his 
home in Brooklyn, N.Y., was not 
involved in his career until he 
became more serious about the 
sport. Now the two talk on a week- 
ly basis and analyze film from 
each game. 

One difference - Mitchell Jr. 
decided to become a runningback 
even though his father made a liv- 
ing on the defensive side of the ball. 

“My dad will never understand 
why I choose to get hit,” says 
Mitchell Jr. “I've always just loved 
touching the ball and making 
things happen’ 


HINiNOgHNLS NVTIOT 


This photo, snapped by third-year computer science student Julian Stamboulieh, was part of his portfolio for his application to study photography. He felt it expressed the feelings of the average young woman when presented with 
the unreasonable expectations of beauty from the advertising industry. 

No matter what you're studying, the fournal is excited to see how you see Concordia. Grab your camera, fire away, and send us your best shots. What a great way to get (ahem) exposure. Check out our Flickr site at 
www. flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks/Concordia. But wait! There's more. We're is putting out a call for submissions for a series of holiday cards. We'll pick the five best to be proudly featured on the cards the university will be 
sending out to the community this season. Make sure your picture is 4x6, 300 dpi, and suggests a holiday theme. They can be taken on campus... or not. It's up to you. Just make them creative and stunning! Send them to 
markcomm @alcor.concordia.ca by Nov. 2st. 


